
CUSTOMARY FOR BISHOP BEISNER 
 

To:   All clergy or laity in charge of congregations 

 

Re:    Episcopal Visitations in which there will be Baptisms, Confirmations,    Receptions 

or Reaffirmations 

 

From:   The Rt. Rev. Barry L. Beisner 

 

1. Use the readings from the Lectionary for the appropriate Sunday as found in the Revised 

Common Lectionary. Notify me early if other lessons will be used. 

 

2. Use the liturgical color for the day. 

 

3. A Bishop’s Chaplain needs to be appointed; if there is a deacon in your congregation, he or 

she should be the Chaplain.  If you do not have a deacon, please contact my office to 

determine if a deacon will be traveling with me.  In services with Confirmations, an assistant 

chaplain should be appointed. 

 

4. I will do all of the services scheduled at the parish on that weekend.  If there are services on 

Saturday night, Sunday afternoon or evening, please inform me of this fact as soon as 

possible.  If you have a form of service such as a “seeker service” that does not conform to 

normal Episcopal usage and custom, please inform me. 

 

5. I will open and lead all of the service for Baptism and Confirmation/Reception and 

Reaffirmation.  The priest-in-charge of the congregation or the assistant (if there is one) may 

do the actual Baptism if so desired and I am notified. 

 

6. When there is a Baptism or Confirmation/Reception/Reaffirmation at any service, I prefer 

that the Baptismal Covenant be used in place of the Creed at all services. 

 

7. I prefer that candidates for Confirmation/Reception/Reaffirmation sit with family and friends 

mixed in with the general congregation. 

 

When candidates are presented (BCP page 303 and 415) they should be presented with their 

full names.  They will stand in their places with family and friends who remain seated. 

 

When it is time for Confirmation/Reception/Reaffirmation the candidates will be called 

forward.  Family and friends will be invited to accompany the candidates and to pray for that 

person while I pray aloud in the name of the Church. 

 

6.  I prefer the first Confirmation prayer, “Strengthen, O Lord…..” (p. 309 BCP) 

 

7. Please note:  I stand to confirm, and prefer that the candidate remains standing.  Therefore 

there is no need for a “Bishop’s Chair” and then the accompanying liturgical moving of the 

furniture. 

 

8. I would very much like the opportunity of spending time with the candidates prior to the 

service.  Please contact me about best ways to schedule this.  Note that with large numbers of 

candidates, a Saturday evening meeting might be needed. 


