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Service of Light 
 
GREETING   
All stand 

  

SHORT LESSON  Matthew 5:14-16 
Jesus said, “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No 
one lights a lamp to put it under a bucket, but on a lamp-stand where it gives light 
for everyone in the house. And you, like the lamp, must shed light among your 
fellow men, so that they may see the good you do, and give glory to your Father in 
heaven.”  

 
PRAYER FOR LIGHT 
The Officiant says 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, we give you thanks for surrounding us, as daylight fades, with the 
brightness of the vesper light; and we implore you of your great mercy that, as you 
enfold us with the radiance of this light, so you would shine into our hearts the 
brightness of your Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Officiant  Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 



 
Candle-Lighting 
 
PHOS HILARON 
 

 

 

 
 
   



PSALM:   Psalm 77:11-20 

  11I will call to mind the deeds of the LORD; 
 I will remember your wonders of old. 

  12I will meditate on all your work, 
 and muse on your mighty deeds. 

  13Your way, O God, is holy. 
 What god is so great as our God? 

  14You are the God who works wonders; 
 you have displayed your might among the peoples. 

  15With your strong arm you redeemed your people, 
 the descendants of Jacob and Joseph. 

  16When the waters saw you, O God, 
 when the waters saw you, they were afraid; 

 the very deep trembled. 
  17The clouds poured out water; 

 the skies thundered; 
 your arrows flashed on every side. 

  18The crash of your thunder was in the whirlwind; 
 your lightnings lit up the world; 

 the earth trembled and shook. 
  19Your way was through the sea, 

 your path, through the mighty waters; 
 yet your footprints were unseen. 

  20You led your people like a flock 
 by the hand of Moses and Aaron. 

At the end of the Psalm is sung or said 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 
 
FIRST READING Exodus 3:7-12 
The people sit. 

A Reading from the book of Exodus. 

7Then the LORD said, "I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I 
have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their 
sufferings, 8and I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring 
them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and 



honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, 
the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have 
also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. 10So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to 
bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt." 11But Moses said to God, "Who am I 
that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?" 12He said, "I will 
be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you 
have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain." 

  

Silence may follow. 

 
FIRST CANTICLE   The Song of Mary Magnificat Luke 1:46-55 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 

for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 

the Almighty has done great things for me, 
and holy is his Name. 

He has mercy on those who fear him * 
in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
and has lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
and the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

The promise he made to our fathers, * 
to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
   

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 



SECOND READING   Luke 6:27-36 
The people sit. 

A Reading from Luke. 

27But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 
28bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29If anyone strikes you 
on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do 
not withhold even your shirt. 30Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone 
takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. 31Do to others as you would have 
them do to you. 

32If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love 
those who love them. 33If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is 
that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34If you lend to those from whom you 
hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive 
as much again. 35But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in 
return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he 
is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. 36Be merciful, just as your Father is 
merciful.  

  

Silence may follow. 

 

   

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 



The Prayers 
 
SALUTATION 
The people stand or kneel 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Officiant and People 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
SUFFRAGES 
V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R. And grant us your salvation. 
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R. Let your people sing with joy. 
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R. For only in you can we live in safety. 
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V. Let your way be known upon earth; 
R. Your saving health among all nations. 
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

 

Officiant  Hear our cry, O God. 
People  And listen to our prayer. 
Officiant  Let us pray. 



THE COLLECT 
Martin Luther King Jr  

Almighty God, by the hand of Moses your servant you led your people out of 
slavery, and made them free at last: Grant that your church, following the example 
of your prophert Martin Luther King, may resist oppression in teh name of your 
love, and may strive to secure for all your children the blessed liberty of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you adn the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen.         

Here other prayers are offered for sound Government and a peaceful transition.
 

For Sound Government 
O Lord our Governor, bless the leaders of our land, that we may be a people at 
peace among ourselves and a blessing to other nations of the earth. 
All Lord, keep this nation under your care.  

To the President and members of the Cabinet, to Governors of States, Mayors of 
Cities, and to all in administrative authority, grant wisdom and grace in the exercise 
of their duties.  
All Give grace to your servants, O Lord.  

To Senators and Representatives, and those who make our laws in States, Cities, 
and Towns, give courage, wisdom, and foresight to provide for the needs of all our 
people, and to fulfill our obligations in the community of nations.  
All Give grace to your servants, O Lord.  

To the Judges and officers of our Courts give understanding and integrity, that 
human rights may be safeguarded and justice served. 
All Give grace to your servants, O Lord.  

And finally, teach our people to rely on your strength and to accept their 
responsibilities to their fellow citizens, that they may elect trustworthy leaders and 
make wise decisions for the well-being of our society; that we may serve you 
faithfully in our generation and honor your holy Name. 
All For yours is the kingdom,  

O Lord, and you are exalted as head above all. Amen.  

For Peace in time of Transition derived from Bishop Bascom 
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son. 
Thank you for creating us with gifts we can share with others in times of Transition. 
Bless those who serve in public office and all our leaders; refresh their spirits, and 
encourage them. Give to us strength and courage to make wise decisions in public 



and in private, active use of our gifts, and the blessing of grace, given and received. 
Protect us Lord, from illness, bitterness, falsehood and violence, for your love is 
stronger than death and the peace of your son Jesus Christ passes all 
understanding, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, One God, now 
and forever. Amen. 

For Peace 
Almighty God, kindle, we pray, in every heart the true love of peace, and guide with 
your wisdom those who take counsel 

for the nations of the earth, that in tranquility your dominion may increase until the 
earth is filled with the knowledge of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 
A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM   
Officiant and People 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved 
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for 
us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 
CONCLUDING VERSICLE   
Officiant Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
CONCLUDING SENTENCE   Ephesians 3:20, 21 
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 
imagine: Glory to God from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ 
Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.  
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